Sos Ang 


$2.75 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER ©2018 WSCE 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2018 


eles Cimes 


latimes.com 


Cohen and Manafort guilty, 
adding pressure on Trump 


ANALYSIS 


‘There 
is no 
draining 
of the 


swamp’ 


Dramatic events in 
two courtrooms may 
be a defining moment 
in an already stormy 
Trump presidency. 


By DAVID LAUTER, 
NOAH BIERMAN 
AND ELI STOKOLS 


WASHINGTON — In 
nearly simultaneous pro- 
ceedings in two courtrooms 
240 miles apart Tuesday, all 
eyes turned to the man who 
wasn’t there. 

President Trump’s name 
was not mentioned directly 
in either court, but his pres- 
ence was inescapable, and 
the day’s head-snapping 
events seemed certain to 
mark a milestone in an al- 
ready tumultuous presi- 
dency. 

On a single day, indeed 
within a single hour, 
Trump’s former personal 
lawyer pleaded guilty to 
multiple crimes and his for- 
mer campaign chairman be- 
came a convicted felon. 

The guilty plea by 
Michael Cohen in federal 
court in New York came with 
his sworn admission that 
when he illegally paid off two 
women who had threatened 
to expose sexual affairs with 
Trump, he had acted “in co- 
ordination with and at the 
direction of a candidate for 
federal office” and had done 
so “for the principal purpose 
of influencing the election” 

[See Analysis, A9] 


Duncan 
Hunter, 
wite face 
finance 
charges 


By SARAH D. WIRE, 
CHRISTINE MAI-DUC AND 
ALENE TCHEKMEDYIAN 


They dropped more than 
$14,000 on a family vacation 
in Italy. They racked up 
$3,300 at In-N-Out, Carl’s Jr, 
Taco Bell and other fast- 
food restaurants. Over the 
years, prosecutors allege, 
Rep. Duncan Hunter and his 
wife, Margaret, picked up 
Fandango movie tickets, a 
$250 airplane ride for the 
family rabbit, video games 
and vitamins from Costco — 
and once, 30 tequila shots for 
abachelor party. 

“Our treat,” Hunter (R- 
Alpine) and his wife told 
their friends when they 
picked up the $1,164 tab at 
the Montage resort in La- 
guna Beach for food and 
drinks. 

A federal grand jury 
indicted the couple Tuesday, 
alleging they funded a lavish 
lifestyle of travel, fine dining, 
gifts and other expenses by 
illegally using campaign 
money, then filed false cam- 
paign finance reports with 
the Federal Election Com- 

[See Hunter, A12] 
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MICHAEL COHEN, President Trump’s former personal lawyer, pleaded guilty 
to eight charges of felony fraud and campaign finance law violations in New York. 


Who else has been charged in the Russia case? 


Notable criminal charges filed so far in the special counsel investigation into Russian 
meddling in the 2016 presidential campaign. 


GEORGE 
PAPADOPOULOS 


Ex-Trump campaign foreign 
policy advisor reportedly 
discussed Russian 

attempts to share political 
dirt on Hillary Clinton. 
Charge: Pleaded guilty to 
lying to investigators. 
Status: Sentence is pending; 
prosecutors have asked for 
six months in prison. 


MICHAEL FLYNN 


The former national 
security advisor is the only 
person charged who 
worked in the White House. 


Charge: Pleaded guilty to 
lying to investigators. 


Status: Cooperating with the 
special counsel’s office. 


| RICHARD GATES 


' Trump’s former deputy 

| campaign manager worked 

| on behalf of Ukraine’s 

| pro-Russian government. 

i Charges: Pleaded guilty to 

| lying to investigators and 

| conspiracy. 

i Status: Cooperating with the 
: special counsel’s office. 


' ALEX VAN DER ZWAAN 


| A Dutch lawyer who 

| worked with Manafort 

| and Gates advocating 

i for the Ukrainian 

| government. 

| Charge: Pleaded guilty to 
| lying to investigators. 

| Status: Sentenced to 30 days : 
! in prison, fined $20,000 


and deported. 


| INDICTED RUSSIANS 


' Twenty-six Russians have 

| been indicted: 

; Manafort business partner 
; Konstantin Kilimnik, who 

; allegedly tried to persuade 
; witnesses to provide false 

; information about 

| Ukrainian lobbying; Putin 

| ally Yevgeny Prigozhin, 

| alleged owner of the 

; Internet Research Agency; 
| 12 intelligence officers 

| charged in the hacking of 

: the Clinton presidential 

| campaign; and 12 Internet 
| Research Agency 

| employees accused of 

i online operations aimed at 
į manipulating U.S. voters. 

| Charges: Conspiracy, identity 
i theft, money laundering, 

' obstruction of justice. 


Times staff writer Chris Megerian 


In plea, lawyer says 
president ordered 
hush-money deals 


By DAVID WILLMAN 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump’s former per- 
sonal lawyer and longtime 
“fixer,” Michael Cohen, 
pleaded guilty Tuesday to 
eight charges of felony fraud 
and campaign finance law 
violations — and implicated 
Trump for directing him to 
arrange payments to buy the 
silence of two former par- 
amours. 

Cohen, a brash New 
Yorker who had vowed as re- 
cently as last year to “take a 
bullet” to protect Trump, 
now poses what could be a 
mortal legal threat to his 
presidency by accusing him 
in an alleged conspiracy to 
violate campaign laws. 

During a hearing before 
U.S. District Judge William 
H. Pauley III in Manhattan, 


Cohen said he had facili- 
tated $280,000 in hush-mon- 
ey payments to porn actress 
Stormy Daniels and former 
Playboy model Karen Mc- 
Dougal “in coordination and 
at the direction of a candi- 
date for federal office.” 

Cohen, 51, did not name 
the candidate, but one of his 
lawyers, Lanny Davis, 
tweeted afterward that his 
client had “testified under 
oath that Donald Trump di- 
rected him to commit a 
crime by making payments 
to two women for the princi- 
pal purpose of influencing 
an election.” 

In his guilty plea, Cohen 
admitted that he helped ar- 
range the payments during 
the 2016 presidential election 
that bought — until after the 
election — the silence of the 
two women, who say they 

[See Cohen, A7] 


Ex-campaign chair 
is convicted of tax 
evasion, bank fraud 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN 
AND LAURA KING 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. — 
A federal jury convicted 
Paul Manafort, President 
Trump’s former campaign 
chairman, of eight counts of 
tax evasion and bank fraud 
on Tuesday, a victory for 
special counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III in the first crimi- 
nal trial brought by his of- 
fice. 

The jury said it was dead- 
locked on 10 related charges, 
and the judge declared a 
mistrial on them after four 
days of deliberations and a 
dramatic 12-day trial that 
focused in part on Mana- 
fort’s gilded lifestyle, making 
him a symbol of gaudy ex- 
cess and greed in the Trump 
era. 

Manafort, 69, showed a 
glimmer of a smile when he 
learned the jurors could not 
reach a unanimous decision 
on the 10 charges. But it 
quickly disappeared behind 
an expressionless mask and 
heavy eyes as aclerk read the 
eight guilty verdicts. 

He was convicted on five 
counts of filing false tax re- 


A reminder of Bell’s rocky past 


City’s approval of a gravel yard has drawn environmentalists’ lawsuit 


By RUBEN VIVES 


Over the last decade, Bell 
has worked hard to emerge 
from the massive municipal 
scandal that made the city’s 
name synonymous with 
graft and corruption. 

But a 14-acre industrial 
yard along the 710 Freeway 
remains a stubborn symbol 
ofthe bad old days, and what 
to do with the site has 
sparked an emotional de- 
bate touching on Bell’s cor- 
rupt past. 

The city used to own the 
land. But it was forced to sell 
it in 2013 to help pay back 
money lost to the extrava- 
gant salaries and other mis- 
deeds of ex-City Manager 
Robert Rizzo and other for- 
mer Officials in a 2010 corrup- 
tion scandal. Rizzo and sev- 
en others were eventually 
convicted on multiple crimi- 
nal charges. 

[See Gravel, A9] 
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CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times 


NAVY vet Martin Martinez, center, works and lives at the Salvation Army’s Bell 
homeless shelter. A gravel yard OKd for a neighboring site has some concerned. 
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PAUL MANAFORT was 
portrayed by prosecutors 
as a symbol of Trump- 
era excess and greed. 


turns, one count of not filing 
a report on a foreign bank 
account, and two counts of 
bank fraud. He could be sen- 
tenced to up to 80 years in 
prison. 

Once an influential Re- 
publican operative, wealthy 
Washington lobbyist and 
globe-trotting advisor to for- 
eign leaders, Manafort 
stood motionless as the 
judge explained the sentenc- 
ing process to him. 

His wife, Kathleen, her 

[See Manafort, A7] 


Lobbyist alleges 
state lawmaker 
threatened her 


State Sen. Joel Ander- 
son is facing a legisla- 
tive investigation after 
a complaint filed by 

a woman with the 
California Nurses 
Assn. CALIFORNIA, B1 


Mexico killings 
at record highs 


Last year was the 
country’s most violent, 
and homicides this 
year are on pace to hit 
a new high. WORLD, A3 


Film boot camp 
builds diversity 


The internship pro- 
gram introduces 
students from under- 
represented communi- 
ties to various careers 
in the movie business. 
CALENDAR, E1 


Weather 
Gradual clearing. 
L.A. Basin: 83/66. B6 
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